
Sickness, Disease and Virus Originate with Satan and Not God 

 

John 10:10 

 

Introduction: If we believe that God has personally sent, by the use of His divine creative 

power, any type of sickness in the form of a virus or plague, whether we believe this is due to a 

judgment, a testing or (God forbid) a “blessing in disguise” then not only are we likely to take a 

passive attitude towards it, but we will not accept God’s protection and healing. 

 

1. The lie of deterministic and suffering theologies 

 

a. One way Satan is able to infiltrate the church and humanity as a whole is to continuously 

spread lies about God (John 8:44; Gen. 3:1-7; Rev. 12:9; 20:10). 

 

b. Satan has successfully painted a picture of God to both Christians and non-Christians as 

an angry, vengeful, and sadistic being who loves inflicting misery and pain for various 

reasons. 

 

c. Satan is the source of many things that he has successfully been able to get people to 

believe originated with God. 

 

d. This has led people to accept sickness and plagues as God’s will and has led people to 

even reject God-given solutions for them. 

 

e. Example: “Jonathan Edwards (1740s) was accused of ‘interfering with Divine 

Providence’ when he sought to employ a vaccine to defend his Indians from smallpox.” 

Ralph D. Winter, Frontiers in Mission, p. 185 

 

f. These ideas about God were also the reason why Charles Darwin rejected the Biblical 

truth about creation and sought to understand the “problem of evil” through evolution. 

 

2. Jesus presents the true picture of God 

 

a. Scripture in numerous places tell us that it is only through looking at Jesus that we will 

truly grasp the nature and character of God (John 1:14-18; 14:7-11; 2 Cor. 4:4; Hebrews 

1:1-3; 1 John 1:5) 

 

b. Acts 10:38 

 



c. Note that Jesus went about doing only good. This is how He represented the Father-God. 

He did this by delivering people from sickness. Scripture describes sickness as satanic 

oppression. 

 

d. In His earthly life, Jesus was always at war with Satan and his demonic forces of sickness 

and disease – Luke 13:10-17; Matthew 12:22-28 

 

e. It has always been God’s will to protect us from the demonic forces of sickness and 

disease: 

 

f. He will shield you as a bird protects her young under her wings. You will be safe in his 

care. His faithfully doing what he has promised is like a shield that will protect you. You 

will not be afraid of things that happen during the night that could terrorize you or of 

arrows that your enemies will shoot at you during the day. You will not be afraid of 

plagues that demons cause when they attack people at night or of other evil forces that 

kill people at midday. Even if a thousand people fall dead alongside you, even if ten 

thousand people are dying around you, you will not be harmed. (Psalm 91:4-5; Unlocked 

Dynamic Bible) 

 

3. What about Bible passages that say that God brought diseases? 

 

a. Whenever we teach along these lines there are some people that like to point to passages, 

especially in the Old Testament, that seem to imply that God authors sickness. 

 

b. Example 1: Exodus 15:26 

 

c. Quite often, it is due to ignorance of proper Bible interpretation principles that lead 

people to conclude that God authors sickness. 

 

d. Compare Job 42:11 to Job 2:3, 7 

 

e. Then all his brothers and sisters, and all the people who had known him before, came to 

his house, and they had a feast together. They consoled him because of all the troubles 

that Yahweh had allowed to happen to him. Each of them gave Job a piece of silver and a 

gold ring. (Job 42:11; Unlocked Dynamic Version) 

 

f. This is how we are to interpret Exodus 15:26 and other passages that seem to imply that 

God authors sickness. They are to be read in the permissive sense. 

 

g. Example 2: Leviticus 14:33-34 



 

h. This language would appear at first blush to countenance the idea generally entertained 

by the Jews, that the leprosy was a supernatural disease, inflicted immediately by God 

himself. But in the Hebrew idiom God is often said to do what, in the course of his 

providence, he merely permits to be done. – Bush, George Notes, Critical and Practical, 

on the Book of Leviticus (New York: Ivison and Phinney, 1857), p. 130 

 

i. One of the oldest Bible translations, which is the Wycliffe Translation, removes God 

from any responsibility by rendering the passage, “When ye have entered into the land of 

Canaan, which I shall give to you into possession, if the wound of leprosy is in the 

houses….” 

 

Conclusion: God is not the author of sickness, disease, or plagues. This is the work of the devil. 

Instead of passively accepting these things as God’s will, we are to run to God for His help and 

protection and we are to fight against them. We are at war with the devil and we are not to accept 

his attacks on us but we are to aggressively destroy his works through the Name and blood of 

Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

 


